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2 June 1977
MEMORANNDUM FOR: Mr. Paul Walsh
A/DDI
SUBJECT: Frank Snepp's Request for a Classified DDI
: Document
u‘l;szn response tdfthe ICI's commitmeﬁt ' revi :

document in question for declassification, STAT
STAT - andlﬁ' have reviewed the attached Imtelligence memorardum

and Tiave recommended that it be declassified and provided to Snepp.

As you can see from the EA/DDO's comments to me, the DO has no
objection to declassification with one exception, which they have
explained. :

> 2. 1 have discussed this with | | STAT
We feel the best way to proceed is to Fave The TIDI"S FOIA
mechanism physically declassify the document in accordance

~ with any procedures ] ¢ to an FOIA request. It should then
STAT be provided to ifor release to Snepp. \

STAT

"Assistant to the Deputy Director

. Attachment: - . . BEORR
o ER77-3072/17 T |

cc: A/DDO |
"+ Deputy General Counsel
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SUBJECT: (Optional) Executive Regisiry
17 - 3072 A
FROM: EXTENSION | NO. DD/O 77-4793 /3.
EA/DDO 9203 | ™™ 2 June 1977
TO: (Officer designation, room num ®r, @
buoldm(g) groti b m DATE QOFFICER'S COMMENTS (Mumber each comment to show from whom
RECEIVED | FORWARDED INITIALS to whom. Drow o line across column offer eoch comment,)
1. Asststant to DDCT b
STAT ] | /L j . The Operations Directorate has
reviewed the attached classified
2. L L _ . |document concerning U.S.
o Lo ik N . | intelligence -analyses of Vietnam.
! From the point of view of sourc
3. T Ceomne | DI . ... |and methods, we find no comp.z’*ons-l- AT
RS R R oL Imising revelatwns except for
e - I
: 25X .
5.
1
6.
STAT
7. -
i Wu‘:h th'i,s minor edztomcrl charzqe
. we would hape no obgectwn to the
8. SR 3 . reZease af thzs doc'umemﬁ - -
9. :
10. : - _ R :
i & i D00 Reg
1. L TR P g C - -EA/DDO
SRR TR (FEERSU R _bEp -
12. ] |
13. T ,
VR ¢ _:‘7‘:} !l‘
7Y 1 { r
14. -
¥
15.

‘j;* 610 ?SED.#OR?WET Fﬁ’f&"é?ase 2@4’066%1151Eﬁﬁﬁps°mﬁ1sﬁ’?§‘§‘fﬁoz°°°°ﬁ UNCLASSIFIED
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SUBJECT: {Qptional)

FROM: EXTENSION | NO.
75;& , DD/0 77-4793
EA/DDO 9203 | ™™ 25 May 1977

'L’.—-_E_i_:
TO: (Ofﬁcer designation, room number, and DATE
building) OFFICER'S COMMENTS {Number each commen! to show from whom
F . INITIALS i
] _#) A RECEIVED | FORWARDED to whom. Drow a line ocross column ofter soch comment.)
1. J 1

; ik
ARTTN AL L
5 I D

25x1

Frank Snepp has asked for
release of a classified
- IR BV IR - - document concerning U.S.
B Y IR (S R =intelligence analyses
: — .-~on Vietnam which he
ERIE 9 s ﬁji*Fﬁﬁﬁr apparently helped draft
Qé 7%7 ~while he was still in this
& . : .. Agency. A copy of this
' Y O ’g~ document is attached. The
- ADDI has referred this to
: - - his Vietnam hands and ,
) T -;w«?é;L; ~° you will note that they
. 27 MNgIT |- < all recommend declassifi-
] 5;31 - _\\ﬁcatlon and release of 4 |
- . 'E;ﬁ;;;}%ui'  this document in full to
1 MAY(IS77 | - Mr. Snepp. - The ADDI has
81 SR & . asked the DDO, however,

R ether we concur. A .

i articular point that is

- bviously relevant to us
- is whether this compromisek

or endangers any. of our
sources.. Would you

- {please haye someone review
::}'this-document and. forward
‘ta recommendation to Bill
-concerning ‘its ‘declassifi-
catlon and release

- SRS IS
eyl

._;’"3 %\m\d Y }

31| May 1977
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RAYT

NTELLIGENCE HEMORANDUM

SUBJECT:  Etfectiveness of US Intelligence Analysis on Vicinam,

Decemberx 1974 — April 1975

KEY POLNTS A . )
American intellizeance made a continuous, voluminous, and hloh QUalLt]
input to US policy makers dn the months 1mmedLate11,prnceden rhn.épa
T ey
of the vac in Vietnan. _ - ] ..

In December 1974, a Na thna1 Intelllﬂence Tstlmate correcL]y assessed
Noxth Vietnamesse strategy and Dlano for the first half of 1975. -

- This NIE concluded that in xesponse to a major opportunity the )
communists might launch an all-out offensive ;0 exploit the situvation.

- = The consequences of Thieuw's ill-plamned and paorly executed -
decision in mid-March to retreach militarily gave Hanoi. such
an opportunity, and the North VleLnamdoe quickly exploited 4t.
- The crltncallty of US ﬂLlLtﬂfy assistance, or lack thereof, was
emphasized as a key factor Londltlonlng both South Vieinam's will
to resist and North Vietnam's willinzaess to escalate the level o
fighting. o . ’ :

The record is mot without some deficiencies, but they were minox:

— Farly on, the resiliency of the South Vietnamesa force: was over— .
estimated. T A

N

.~ There was an initial tendency to undzrestimare the speed and success
wvith wvhich the communists would move to exploit the sikuation.

Within three weels of Thiecu's mid-March 6ec15100 hovever, the 1DT°1]7qﬂnm

IRl

a short time Yorth Vietnam would enexge victorious.

comuunlty concluded thab South Vletnﬂa s fate. Ué) sealed ﬂnﬂ that Juithin

- Beglaning in early April 1975, the commuaity concluded that: tha hest
the non-communists could obtain would be a negotiaited surrender on

TS #1206666~75

SANITIZED COPY _ ‘ - Copy Wo. /I .
Contant UNCLASSIFIED ‘ ) .
STAT por I :

- 25X1
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Ale[ 21, 1975, Daily Intelligence Publication:

# ”” -~ "The communists appear to be ruling out any conslderation .

e of a genuine negotiation of the conflict. At a press con- -
ference in Saigon Saturday, the Viet Cong spokesman care-

fully avoided mentioning negotiations with the present:

government or even a reconstituted one such as they had been
demanding.”

~— "An equally tough line reportedly emerged from a secret
briefing of senlor communist officials. in COSVM  [in
April ] A reliable souxce stated that) COSVN believed the
'whole thing' would be finished im a shorkt time and that the
communists would not agree to enter iInto negohlat1ows, nor
u0uld they join any tripartite coalition government,

April 22, 1975, BCL Briefing for WSAG Heetlng, “Vietnan'
~- At this poinkt. the COmmUJLStS public 1eop0“de to Pres;dent
Thieu's resignation gives no eacouragenant o the prospects
for negotiations- . .

. 3 . - A St -
-~ Xn short, the communists appear to ba telling us that a totally T
new South Vietnamese government and a quick and 10133 US with—
drawal will be the price for surrender.

— Tox Saligon, there siwply may not be enough time lelt: for the
round of political mansuvering that is already underuay.

Aprii 22,'1975, Daily Intelligence Publication:

- Y"The communists have ruled out any real compromise settlemant,
implying that nothing less than total surreader would be
acceptabla. Initial comuunist reaction to the Thieu resigna-—
tion has continuad this line. A Viet Cong spokesman in Paris
has been quoted as stating that before negotiations could ha
considerad, the US must “halt all interference in Vietnan" -
and that not only Thieu “but also his whole regima must be
overthrown.” : - AT

~ -

~- YAt this point, the very best a new South Viatnamese povernwent
might obtain is a negotiated surrxender. Given the proximity

of communist military forces to Saigon —- and rthe very real
prospect of a rapid disintegration of South Vietnamese military
will in the wake of Thieu's resigration -— time may already

have run out for any such orderly transfer of power.'

— Al6 -
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[ UNCLASSIFIED CONFIDENTIAL SECRET
OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP
TO NAME AND ADDRESS ~ _DATE INITIA
L |ADDI, Paul V. Walsh /
JEAL Hgs / ,
2
3
3
5
6
ACTION DIRECT REPLY PREPARE_REPLY
APPROYAL DISPATCH RECOMMEADATION
COMMENT FILE RETURN
CONCURRENCE INFORMATION SIGNATURE
Remarks:

I am returning herewith the material regarding
Frank Snepp's request which we took care of on
Friday. At Tab A is a copy of the package as you
} initially gave it to me. At Tab B is a copy of a
transmittal note hand-delivered to Deputy General
STAT Cwnsﬂmt about 1430 on_Friday, together

with a ' copy of the document for
delivery to Snepp. The “"sanitization" consisted .- L
simply of a minor amendment of the text on page Al6 . T
of the Annex. » ST

1 am providing DDA/IPS a copy of both the
sanitized and unsanitized versions of the document.

FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER - s

- FROM: NAME, ADORESS AND PHONE NO.  ~ DATE h S =
STAT DDI/FIO 2E6104 Hgs 6/6/77 _ RSN
[ UNCLASSIFIED | | CONFIDENTIAL ] SECRET |- ’ e
o 237 Use pravious editions #USGPO: 1976 — 202953 0 - ' S .'i“_.;

- - »

o ST
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SUBJECT: (Optional)
Material for release to Frank Snepp
FROM: . ’ EXTENSION | NO.
DUT7FIU 2E6104 Hgs [ 1| ™™ 3 June 1977 STAT
10: fficer designotion, room number. o : i
buildin(;)] designotion, ’ Ber, and DATE OFFICER'S COMMENTS (Number each commen) lo show from whom
~ INITIALS to whom. Draw o line across column cfter coch commenl.)
RECEIVED FORWARDED
1.
Deputy General Counsel Forwarded here is a sanitized copy
of the document £& Frank Snepp
5 asked for in a conversation with
the DCI and which the DCI agreed
tq have reviewed for declassifica-
T t1oq. ADDI Paul Walsh asked me to
deliver a copy to you prepared for
release to Frank Smepp. For YE&TFAT
" information, the only change 1in
the document in connection with
5.
6.
7. i
5 073777 DOL/FIO
9.
10.
1.
12,
13.
14. i
15.
§ Approved For Releqse 2004/01/21 : ClA-RDP80I{II00165A001600200006-0

2% OTQREER™ [ SECRET - [] CONFIDENTIAL

INTERMAL [ UNCLASSIZIZA
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MEMORANDUM FOR: S
DDCI Exw..-;i;j{,.f;:‘;;"" i
- \M . ‘.Ah.‘.-_%
: S307447

In response to your inquiry, the docudment
Mr. Snepp requested is in the process of being
declassified and will soon be .on its way to
STAT him. I discussed with | |who
will tell Snepp the memo 1s on 1ts way.

81600200006-0

STAT

3 June 1977
Date

FORM USE PREVID
5-75 101 EDITIONSI bs
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31 May 1977

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Conversation with Mr. Frank Snepp

Mr. Snepp called me during the evening of 30 May to inquire
what, if anything, had transpired from his conversation with
the Director. I told him that I was unaware of any specific
action except for a new look at the issue he raised concerning

STAT [ | Snepp said that he had received a letter from|

STAT
which he was in the process of drafting a reply (he offered no
details on this subject). Snepp closed the brief conversation
by stating that he would be travelling quite a bit in the future
and that he would be calling meé periodically to maintain contact.
STAT

Chief, Africa Division, ORPA

Distribution:
Original: DDCI, Mr. Knoche
cct: Mr. Robert Gambino
Mr. Ted Shackley

STAT

LY
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OGC 77-3481
31 May 1977
MEMORANDUM FOR: Assistant to the Deputy Director of Central
Intelligence | | ' STAT
STAT FROM ]
Deputy General Counsel
SUBJECT : Frank Warren Snepp III

1. Italked to Snepp by telephone this morning. He had been away
for several days and I had been unable to reach him. First he assured me
that he would respond immediately to my letter of 24 May 1977, which requested
him to confirm in writing that he understood and would comply with the
provisions of his Secrecy Agreement in connection with the possible publication
of his book. 25X1

3, In response to a further question from him, I told him that the
declassification review of the OCI memorandum on essentials of reporting
from Saigon in the last two months was u,nder'"way . He also noted that he
thought the Director had indicated he (the DCI} would be responsive to
further requests from Snepp for material which would help him with his
book. I told him that we would consider any such request and that he could
direct it to me. )

4, The conversation was completely amicable and friendly, and it STAT
seems that for the moment we have taken the edme off his complaints.

%
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